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COMMENTS OF AT&T WIRELESS SERVICES, INC.

AT&T Wireless Services, Inc. ("AT&T"), by its attorneys, hereby submits its

comments on the business plans fIled in the above-captioned docket to administer the

microwave relocation cost sharing plan. Because of its administrative simplicity and

equitable funding mechanism, AT&T supports the proposal submitted by the Personal

Communications Industry Association ("PCIA").

DISCUSSION

In its Order l adopting a cost sharing plan for microwave relocation, the Commission

delegated authority to the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau ("Bureau") to select one or

more entities to serve as a neutral clearinghouse to administer the cost sharing plan. 21 In

response to the Bureau's request for parties that are interested in functioning as the
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11 Amendment to the COmmission's Rules Reprdin~ a Plan for Sharin~ the Costs of
Microwave Relocation, First Report and Order and Further Notice of Proposed Rule Making,
WT Docket No. 95-157, RM-8643 (released April 30, 1996).

21 Id. at 1 85.
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clearinghouse to fIle their business plans,31 PCIA and the Industrial Telecommunications

Association, Inc. submitted their proposals.

PCIA's plan is in the public interest because it is administratively simple and even-

handed. With respect to funding, PCIA has developed a mechanism that will be fair for all

parties using the clearinghouse PCIA has secured a commitment to provide initial funding

from eight PCS licensees, including American Personal Communications, APT, BellSouth,

Cox, Omnipoint, Pacific Bell Mobile Services, PCS PrimeCo, and Sprint Spectrum, L.p.41

These funds will support the administrative costs of the PCIA clearinghouse until the

transaction fees generated from clearinghouse participants can support the clearinghouse's

activities. 51 PCIA's plan recognizes that some parties may choose to negotiate private

sharing agreements with only occasional use of the clearinghouse. Because participants are

required to pay each time they initiate a transaction, PCIA's funding mechanism would

impose a greater share of the costs on participants that choose to make more frequent use of

the clearinghouse.

PCIA possesses the requisite qualifications to act as the industry clearinghouse for the

cost-sharing plan. PCIA is currently the largest FCC-designated frequency coordinator,

31 Public Notice, "Wireless Telecommunications Bureau Solicits Business Plans From
Parties Interested in Becoming the Clearinghouse That Will Administer the 2 GHz Relocation
Cost-Sharing Plan ll (April 26, 1996).

41 PCIA Clearinghouse Plan, WT Docket No. 95-157 at 9 (filed May 24, 1996).

51 Id. PCIA has agreed to issue credits that can be used toward transaction fees for the
eight pes licensees that contribute to the clearinghouse's initial funding. Id.
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processing over 30,000 applications annually.6/ In addition, PCIA has highly trained staff

and computer expertise that will facilitate the coordination process. 7
/

CONCLUSION

For the foregoing reasons, the Bureau should designate PCIA as the exclusive

administrator of the cost-sharing clearinghouse.

Respectfully submitted,

AT&T WIRELESS SERVICES, INC.

(~A~/,~
Cathleen A. Massey ")
Vice President - External Affairs
1150 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
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Washington, D.C. 20036
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6/ Id. at 3.

7/ Id. at 3-4, 6.
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